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Meditations on Worship and Divine Service

It is true there is no biblically mandated order
of service that contains all the details of a fypical
Lutheran service as we know it today. Luther
recognized this clearly. There is, therefore,
Christian freedom.

However, Luther and subsequent generations of
Lutherans (including our own CFWW) clearly
knew from Scripture that freedom needs to be
tempered by Christian love, lest it become
indistinguishable  from  secular ideas of
individualism. Part of this Christian love is
humility in submitting to the liturgical tradition
that are theologically sound. After all, we're not
the first or only Christians! (1 Cor. 4:7; 14:36)
Luther also saw that most will abuse their liberty
*n Christ* (faith) by transforming it into liberty
*in the world* (self-love). Read On the Freedom
of the Christian again.

Luther never sat down and developed a new
order of service from scratch, He purified what he
had inherited. A reformation is something
different than a revolution, and CCM, first
developed out of the Jesus Music of the Jesus
People/Jesus Freaks, is a deliberate musical
revolution that disregards what was before--as if
the Baby Boomers were a special kind of people
who were free to throw earlier traditions (and the
people who shaped those traditions, and were
shaped by them) over board.

Luther (and CFWW) was leaning into those
who abused Christian liberty to "have it their way".
They were, in fact, sinning against Christian fove.
They were being different without any theological
reason, and there, Luther cautioned, they were
fostering theological disunity by having different
ceremonies: you believe as you worship, and you
worship as you believe. If you worship like an
Enthusiast, you'll become one (if you aren't one
already)--we know that.

Then, there is of course the Formula of
Concord where they teach that when you alter your
ceremonies (in and by themselves neither
commanded nor forbidden, but instituted for the
promotion of the gospel and good order) to "blend
in" (either with other churches or, today perhaps
more so, with the world) you, too are abusing your
Christian freedom to avoid persecution. That
persecution exists today: it produces martyr
pastors and laymen by districts and congregations
who don't want to be martyr congregations/districts
but teach: if you don't change, you'll perish! Death
sentence executed by  change/progress (ot
congregational/
district executives), not by the Roman emperor's
sxecutioners.

The theology against contemporary services
and for maintaining a strong and unapologetic
visible/ audible link with those who've gone before
us in the faith, and one with those who're standing
beside us in the faith, is in place. Sinning against
Christian love is not a small matter, as we learn
from Paul's letters (Rom. 14:15 - the first concern
is the brother, not those who are outside). Would
Paul have put up with a person who persistently
sinned against Christian love, mocking the victim:
show me from Scripture, show me from Scripture
that I'm wrong; don't [ have the right o do this or
that?

The theology is there. What is lacking are
people who act on it. But that's part of our
ecclesial/personal paralysis; no one wants to be a
martyr, at Ieast not "right now". "There is so much
we still can do." The Lord said: Take up your cross
and follow me.

In His glorious name, I remain,



School News

28" ACADEMIC YEAR

A WORD OF THANKS

The students and faculty would like to thank
all who have volunteered their time, talents, and
treasures during the 2010-2011 school year. Your
efforts helped to make the school year successful.
Thank you to the room parents, classroom aides, field
trip drivers, librarians, the members of the P.T.L.
Executive Board and the School Board. A special
word of thanks to the members of Grace
Congregation who have supported Grace Lutheran
School through their generous offerings and prayers.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
OUR STUDENTS

On Friday, June 10™ the following were
recognized for their achievements during the 2010-
2011 school year.

Perfect Attendance: Anjanette Gomez, Jose-Alberto
Sandoval, James Kilcullen, Michael Kilcullen, &
Aria Rouzmehr

Yearly Honor Roll: Valerie Halasz, Katie Kilcullen,
Julia Semmler, Elana Velichko, Samirah Zada,
Anjanette Gomez, Armon Plummer, Jose-Alberto
Sandoval, Sagrika Jawadi, James Kilcullen, Bella
Archer, Tara Dezham, Angelique Gomez, Maria
Khoury, Caroline Nagy, Ethan Smith, Michael
Kilcullen, Aria Rouzmehr, Kaitlyn Underhill, Abby
Hahn, & Lindsey Lee

8th Grade Valedictorian: Julia Semmler

Geography Bee: Valerie Halasz

Helen Seiter Athletic Award: Samirah Zada &
James Kilcullen

Spelling Bee Champions: Julia Semmler, Anjanette
Gomez, James Kilcullen, Angelique Gomez, Aria
Rouzmehr, Jacquelyne Naicker, Jacquelyne Naicker,
Matheus Souza, Naoki Sotani, & Kanaho Shimamura

President’s Academic Excellence Award: Valerie
Halasz, Anjanette Gomez, Jose-Albertio Sandoval,
Sagrika Jawadi, James Kilcullen, Angelique Gomez,
& Kaitlyn Underhill

Primary & School Cheir: XKatie Kilcullen, Julia
Semmler, Michelle Sterner, Samirah Zada, Anjanette
Gomez, James Kilcullen, Bella Archer, Angelique
Gomez, Caroline Nary, Michael Kilcullen, Candace
Ma, Kaitlyn Underhill, Abby Hahn, Evan Underhill,
Sofia McKenzie, Michael Cirillo, Abigail Reiten, &
Kahaho Shimamura

P.T.L. WORK DAY
Saturday, August 27, 2011
9:00 a.m.-Noon

BACK-TO-SCHOOQOL

Monday, August 29™ marks the opening of
the 28" academic year of Grace Lutheran School. A
welcome tea for parents sponsored by the P.T.L. will
be held in the Parish Hall at 8:30 a.m.

The opening chapel service will be held on
Tuesday, September 7% at 8:35 a.m. Members of the
congregation and school parenis are invited to
worship with the students and teachers. Please keep
the teachers and students of Grace Lutheran School
in your prayers.

Grace Lutheran (hurch (3 School




School News

TEACHING STAFF FOR 2011-2012

Miss Jolene Crawford Kindergarten
Miss Jennifer Schultze 1¥-2nd Grades
Mrs. Elisabeth Meier 3rd-4th Grades

Mr. Ted Weiss
Mr. Robert P. Meier

7th-8th Grades
Principal, S5th-6th Grades

Rev. Charles E. Froh Pastor
Rev. Frank Balgeman Assistant Pastor
ENRICHMENT STAFF

Mrs. Susan Bethke

Mrs. Miriam Hitzeman

Mr. Will Lamica

Mrs. Maria Schaefer

Mr. Kelly Warner

FIRST

Monday, August 29th

8:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.

DAY OF SCHOOL

RS Grace Lutheran (hurch 3 School




Lutheran Womens Missionary League

ﬁ'i
T .
[ Morning World Friendship 3
Tuesday, August 2, 2011 at 10:30am in the Church Library

Grace LWMIL. Mission Statement Please join us as we cut stamps, labels, etc.
“QOur rhission is to encourage the women

of Grace to grow spiritaally through B i
Word and Sacraments that they may serve

our Triune God with their time, talents GLC LWML Bible Study

and treasures.” Sunday, August 14, 2011 at 10:30 am

in the 7™ & 8™ Grade Classroom
Lesson 2: “Overcoming Fear in the Face of Trial”
from the Summer Quarterly Page 18-19
Leader: Mary Clapp

All Women Welcome!
“Serve the Lord

with Gladness™
B e R~

2010-2012 Mission Grants

Circle Bible Study
7. Hmong Ministry
Will not meet in July
St. Andrews Lutheran Church,
Stockton, CA
$6,350
Save your mites! e e

Upcoming Dates:
August 26, 2011 — Mission Service Project, 7:00-9:00pm Dolores Keim’s house, 1724 Dale Ave. SM
October 22, 2011 - Zone § Fall Rally, Trinity, Palo Alto

a
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